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Running the Universal File Interface (UFI)  

NetCDF Demo on VMware 
 

Introduction 
Many “technologists” (e.g., scientists, engineers, and other researchers) avoid using 
databases; a principal reason given is that they often have very large data files which are 
too cumbersome/difficult/slow/costly to load into a database.  These files come in a 
variety of formats: HDF5, NetCDF, NITFS, FITS, etc.  At BCS we have developed a 
solution to this problem: the Universal File Interface (UFI), a database extension based 
on the IBM Informix Virtual Table Interface (VTI).  
 
VTI is a technology that supports making external datasets appear as tables to SQL 
queries and statements1

 

.  UFI is a BCS database extension for delivering the contents of 
external data files as though they were rows in a database table.  UFI makes a file look 
like a set of database tables, so “UFI-managed tables” are actually virtual database tables. 
Consequently, at no point do users of UFI need to load their files into a database! 

A trial copy of UFI can be requested from BCSInfo@barrodale.com. If you install UFI 
then you can run a demo program that we have supplied to illustrate some of the key 
features of UFI. If you would prefer to just read about this demo, then the remainder of 
this document shows you what you would see if you ran the demo. 
 

Running the Demo 
 
Start the IDS Developer Edition virtual appliance as described in “The Informix / 
Universal File Interface (UFI) VMware Appliance” (which can be downloaded from 
http://www.barrodale.com/bcs/downloads/ufi_ids_appliance/UFI_InstallVMware.pdf). 
 
  

                                                 
1 It addresses the same needs as the SQL/MED, or Management of External Data, 
extension to the SQL standard as defined by ISO/IEC 9075-9:2003.   
 

http://www.barrodale.com/�
http://www.hdfgroup.org/HDF5/�
http://www.unidata.ucar.edu/software/netcdf/�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Imagery_Transmission_Format�
http://www.stsci.edu/hst/wfpc2/Wfpc2_dhb/intro_ch23.html�
mailto:BCSInfo@barrodale.com�
http://www.barrodale.com/bcs/downloads/ufi_ids_appliance/UFI_InstallVMWare.pdf�
http://www.barrodale.com/bcs/downloads/ufi_ids_appliance/UFI_InstallVMWare.pdf�
http://www.barrodale.com/bcs/downloads/ufi_ids_appliance/UFI_InstallVMware.pdf�


Barrodale Computing Services Ltd. (BCS)        www.barrodale.com  August, 2010 

2 
 

Log in as user “informix” (password “informix”) and locate the “UFI Demo” icon 
(highlighted in the following picture):  
 
 

 
  
Double-click on the “UFI Demo” icon.  You will then see the following sequence of 
pages. 
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For More Information … 
 
To download a time-limited trial copy of UFI with the IDS Developer Edition Virtual 
Appliance, visit our website at http://www.barrodale.com/bcs/bcs-ufi-doc-download. 
 
To discuss other trial options or to purchase UFI, please contact us at 
bcsInfo@barrodale.com. 
 
To learn more about BCS and our other products, please visit our website at 
http://www.barrodale.com.  
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